Betsy
Ross

Betsy Ross was born in 1752 as Elizabeth
Pheobe Griscom. She was born as the eighth
child out of seventeen, but only eight of her siblings lived to be adults. Betsy grew up in Philadelphia and attended a Quaker-run school. Her great
aunt taught her how to sew, and after her school
she took up an apprenticeship with a carpenter.
There she met a young man named John Ross,
and the young couple married in 1773 when Betsy
was only 21 years old.
The legend says that Betsy Ross created the
first American flag in 1776, and she presented it to
George Washington himself. This information was
given by her grandson, and no record was kept,
but the legend lived and Betsy Ross was viewed as an American
role-model for many young girls in the years to come. She was
credited for replacing the original six -pointed stars with easier fivepointed stars. This new design made her legend famous. Legend has it that George Ross - a respected Philadelphian, Robert
Morris - was prehaps the wealthiest citizen in the Colonies and
General George Washington asked her to sew the first flag. Betsy
Ross was acquainted with General Washington as they both worshiped at Christ Church and her pew was next to George and
Martha Washington. Her daughter recalled, “That she was previously well acquainted with Washington, and that he had often been
in her house in friendly visits, as well as on business. That she
had embroidered ruffles for his shirt bosoms and cuffs, and that it
was partly owing to his friendship for her that she was chosen to
make the flag.”
On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress, seeking to promote national pride and unity, adopted the national flag. "Resolved:
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Above is: Betsy Ross presenting the first American flag to
General George Washington, by Edward Percy Moran.
that the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red
and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation."
John Ross died in the Revolutionary war, and Betsy Ross remarried twice after his death. Her second husband was Joseph
Ashburn, a mariner who was later captured and died in an English
prison. Betsy married agan in 1783 to John Claypoole and they had
five daughters together. The family remained in Philadelphia, and
kept her upholstery business running herself until the eldest daughter Clarissa took over the business. In 1836, Betsy Ross died at the
age of 84. Her house today is open for visits, and is a very popular
sight to see.
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