
Pigs, also called hogs or swine, are ungulates which have been do-
mesticated as sources of food, leather and similar products since an-
cient times.  Their long association with humans has led to their
considerable representation in cultural settings from paintings to
proverbs.

They are native to Eurasia.  Despite the pigs reputation for exces-
sive eating and another reputation for dirtiness, a lesser known qual-
ity is their intelligence.  The nearest living relatives of the swine family
are the hoofed mammals.

A pig has a snout for a nose, small eyes and a small tail which may
be curly, kinked or straight.  The snout is used to dig into the soil to
find food and is a very sensitive sense organ.  Pigs have a full set of
44 teeth.  The canine teeth, called tusks grow continually and are
sharpened by the lowers and uppers rubbing against each other.
The pig has a thick body and short legs.  There are four toes on each
foot.  The two large toes in the middle are used for walking.

Pigs are omnivores, which means that they consume both plants
and animals.  Pigs
will scavenge and
have been known to
eat any kind of food,
including dead in-
sects, garbage and
more.  In the wild,
they are foraging
animals, primarily
eating leaves and
grasses, roots, fruits
and flowers.

Domesticated pigs
are commonly
raised as livestock

Learn About
Pigs!

by farmers for meat (called pork), as well as for leather.  Their
bristly hairs are used for brushes too.  Some breeds of pigs,
such as the Asian pot-bellied pig are kept as pets.

Pigs do not have functional sweat glands so they cool them-
selves using water or mud during hot weather.  They use mud
as a form of sunscreen to protect their skin from sunburn.  Mud
provides protection from flies and parasites too.

Have you ever heard this?

This little pig went to market.
This little pig stayed home.

This little pig had roast beef.
This little pig had none,

And this little pig cried wee-wee-wee
All the way home.
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